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The University o.f Dayton

News Release

Aug. 21; 1991
Contact: Teri Rizvi
FIRST-YEAR ENROLLMENT UP AT UD
DESPITE SHRINKING POOL OF COLLEGE-AGE STUDENTS
DAYTON, Ohio -- Although a number of private universities
and colleges this fall are projecting a decline in freshman
enrollment because of a shrinking pool of traditional college-age
students, the University of Dayton expects to welcome a firstyear class of 1,500--a 1.7 percent increase over 1990.
When the fall term begins Aug. 28, approximately 6,300 fulltime undergraduates are expected to be enrolled, according to
Richard T. Ferguson, associate provost for enrollment management.
That figure includes nearly 200 transfer students from other
universities or community colleges and more than 4,600 returning
students.

Total full-time undergraduate enrollment 1s projected

• 2 percent, the result of smaller first-year classes the
to drop
last two years when compared to 1986 and 1987.
At the graduate level, enrollment is expected to remain
stable.

For the third year, the School of Law has attracted

record applications--2,760 students are vying for 185 seats.
"We expect to continue to increase our undergraduate firstyear class size 1n the next few years, despite challenging
demographic realities," Ferguson said.
-more-
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"Any increase 1n enrollment of new students at a four-year,
private university 1n 1991 is a very significant accomplishment,
particularly if you can maintain academic standards as we have."
The nation's pool of traditional college-age students isn't
expected to increase until at least 1995.

According to the

Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, the number of
high school seniors is expected to drop from 2.7 million to 2.4
million--or 11.8 percent--between 1988 and 1994.
Ferguson attributes UD's freshman enrollment 1ncrease to
effective recruiting, resulting in 20 percent more applications
and 16 percent more campus visits by prospective students in
1991.

In addition, the University received an increased number

of inquiries from high school students.
"All of this signals a widening of our recruitment efforts
and the development of a more truly national representation 1n
our undergraduate student body," Ferguson said.

"Gradually the

UD student body will come to reflect better the University's
active recruitment efforts in 26 states, Puerto Rico and the
District of Columbia.

International student recruitment is also

1n our future."
Ferguson offers this profile of the incoming class:
49 percent women, 51 percent men

7 percent minority, including:
•
•
•

3 percent
2 percent
1 percent
1 percent

African-American
Hispanic
Asian/Pacific Islander
other nationalities

42 high school valedictorians
-more-
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21 high school salutatorians
16 National Merit scholars
•

24 percent graduated in the top lOth of high school
class

•

74 percent graduated in top half of high school class

•

71 percent are Catholic

•

55 percent graduated from public high schools, 45
percent graduated from private or parochial high
schools
Average composite SAT score is 1034; average composite
ACT score is 24--both are well above national averages
for college-bound students

•

Although 17 percent live within a half hour commuting
distance, only 5 percent will commute; 95 percent of
all new students will reside on campus

•

Nine states account for 90 percent of UD's entering
class:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ohio
New York
Illinois
Pennsylvania
Indiana
Michigan
Missouri
Kentucky
New Jersey

57 percent are
Sciences, 20.5
percent in the
8.5 percent in

54
7.5
7
6
4
3.5
3
3
2

percent
percent
percent
percent
percent
percent
percent
percent
percent

enrolled in the College of Arts and
percent in the School of Engineering, 14
School of Business Administration and
the School of Education

The University of Dayton, Ohio's largest independent
university and the nation's eighth largest Catholic university,
was founded and sponsored by the Marianists, a Roman Catholic
religious order.

Approximately 11,400 undergraduate and graduate

students enrolled at UD in 1990-91.
-30For media interviews, contact Dick Ferguson at (513) 229-3717.

